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by Alfonso V8zquez Vaamonde
I n October, the Span-

ish capital Madrid,
was the venue of the VII
Congress on Materials
organized by the Span-
ish Society of Materials
(SEMAT), held with the
42nd Annual Congress
on Ceramics organized
by the Spanish Society
of Glass and Ceramics
(SECV).

The total number of
communications was 492.
These covered all areas of
materials science and re-
lated processes; 152 were
oral papers and there
were 326 posters. More
than 550 scientists from
21 countries participated.
In addition to the individ-
ual presentations, several
round-table discussions
were held on topics of
current interest, such as
OPresent and Future of
the New Title of Materials
Engineer in Spaind, and
0Environment and Recy-

cling of Material Wasteso.
There was also a parallel
technical exhibition by
companies involved in the
beld of materials.

A special session en-
titled oOTransference of
Knowledge from the Lab
to the Market in the Field
of Materialso was held
with the aim of enhanc-
ing the diffusion of new

developments to promote
innovation in products
and processes and novel
applications of materials.

The chairman of the
opening session was Prof.
Tarrach, President of the
Higher Council of Sci-
entipc Research (CSIC).
Other members at the
table were Prof. Leon,
General Secretary of

Science and Techonolgy
(Dept. of Science and
Technology) who gave a
summary of the situation
of R&D in Spain; President
of FEMS, Alan Morrell
who gave an overview of
FEMS, its history, and
future projects such as
MAT-NET, underlining
the role of the National
Materials Assn. and that
of the FEMS; and Prof. A.
J. V8zquez, President of
SEMAT, who introduced
the Conference.
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had the opportunity to

visit Junior Euromat in
September and | found it
a very rewarding experi-
ence. The attendance
was excellent and all the
people | spoke with were
very enthusiastic about
their subjects and the
opportunity to present
their information to the
conference. The event
was a pleasant mix of

for only two minutes, but
the subsequent discussion
around the posters was al-
ways lively and rewarding.
Fortunately I did not have
to judge the merits of the
individual posters since
these were voted on by

all of those who were at-
tending.

The conference pro-
ceedings were rounded
off by a very useful Indus-
try session, where seven
industrialists talked about
their reasons for going
into industry after gradu-
ating and what they had
achieved whilst  working
there. The question and
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answer session which fol-
lowed addressed many of
the issues which concern
graduates when they are
making a career choice.
Social events included
a welcome buffet in the
open air and an excellent
barbeque on the shores of
Lake Geneva. Both were
well attended and were
held in a very friendly
atmosphere which added
to the enjoyment of the
conference for the partici-
pants from so many coun-
tries throughout Europe.
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