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networking is going to play 
an increasingly important 
role. FEMS has therefore 
the firm intention to com-
plement the activities of the 
national societies on a pan-
European scale.

The general aim of FEMS 
is to promote information 
flux, interactions, coordi-
nation, and collaboration 
between member societies 
by: 
•establishing contacts be-
tween national societies 
and their members at its 
well-known biennial con-
ference, EUROMAT;

•establishing contacts be-
tween young Materials 
Scientists and Engineers 
across Europe at its bien-

Welcome to the New President

Raising the Visibility of the European MSE Community
Wilfried Kurz of 

the Ecole Poly-
technique Fédérale de 
Lausanne (EPFL) succeed-
ed Alan Morrell as FEMS 
President in January.  In 
this address he provides 
insight into how he sees 
FEMS and its develop-
ment in the coming two 
years of his presidency.

After being in existence 
for nearly two decades the 
Federation of Euro-pean Ma-
terials Societies, FEMS, has 
become an internationally 
known organization, repre-
senting 24 European soci-
eties of Materials Science 
and Engineering (MSE) with 
over 20,000 members in to-
tal. In times of globalisation, 

nial conference, JUNIOR 
EUROMAT;  

•stimulating interdiscipli-
nary contacts between 
the different MSE fields: 
polymers; ceramics; com-
posites; metals; biological 
and medical materials; 
materials for transport, 
for communication, for 
energy conversion, etc.;

•building a European Mate-
rials Education database;

•establishing a European 
job market for MSE;

•promoting young scien-
tists through the "FEMS 
Lecture Award for Excel-
lence in MSE”;

•awarding the "FEMS Ma-
terials Science and Tech-
nology Award” to young 

European materials scien-
tists or engineers in recog-
nition of their significant 
contribution to MSE;

•honouring outstanding 
personalities in the field of 
MSE with the most pres-
tigious award of FEMS, 
the “European Materials 
Medal”.

Further, concerted actions 
with other European MSE 
organisations are planned. 
They should provide a 
strong voice for the FEMS 
Member Societies and help 
to support the European 
Commission in the estab-
lishment of future MSE re-
search programmes.

For the next two years 
the FEMS Executive Com-
mittee will work on two 
main tasks:
(i) strengthening links with 

Member Societies and 
other European bodies 
to strengthen Europe in 

Networking for European Materials Scientists and Engineers

Ms. Claudia Ranito of 
the Universidade 

Nova de Lisboa  was the 
winner of the first prize of 
1500 Euro, sponsored by 
FEMS, in a competition or-
ganized by the Portuguese 
Materials Society, SPM. 

This celebrated the first 
ever World Materials Day 
(an initiative of the Inter-
national Organization of 
Materials, Metals & Miner-
als Societies, IOMMS) on 
5th November 2003. The 

Claudia Ranito with Pro-
fessor J. Maret-Mendes, 
President of SPM

Professor Wilfried Kurz, President of FEMS

Materials Science and 
Engineering; 

(ii) raising the visibility of 
the European MSE com-
munity through highly 
successful EUROMAT 
conferences, through 
a new web-site, and 
through awards to top 
scientists and engineers. 

The Executive Committee 
appreciates that much re-
mains to be done to improve 
on the aims, to formulate 
new ones, and to actively 
help member societies fulfil 
their roles.

The Executive Committee 
and I welcome comments 
from our member societies, 
and I invite you to convey 
any criticisms or proposals 
to the new FEMS secretary, 
Dr. Paul McIntyre.

Hoping to hear from you 
soon, I remain 

Sincerely yours,
Prof. Wilfried Kurz 

Claudia Ranito:
FEMS Prizewinner for World Materials Day

prize was open to all final 
year (5th year) engineer- 
ing students in Portuguese 
Universities and Polytech-
nics for the best thesis on 
a materials-related topic.      

Ms Ranito was awarded 
first prize for her thesis 
entitled “Fabrication of 
hydroxyapatite foams for 
clinical applications”.  

World Materials Day 
will take place this year 
on 3rd November.  FEMS 
Member Societies are 

invited to submit propos-
als for sponsorship to the 
FEMS Secretary. 



FEMS Member Societies
Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy 
(ASMET) 
e-mail: asmet@uniloeben.ac.at 
 
Benelux: Benelux Métallurgie 
e-mail: lsegers@ulb.ac.be 
 
Czech Republic: Czech Society for New 
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT) 
e-mail: steidl@fsik.cvut.cz 
 
Metal Science Society of the Czech 
Republic (MSS) 
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz 
 
Denmark: Danish Metallurgical Society 
e-mail: somers@ipl.dtu.dk 

Estonia: Estonian Material Science 
Society (EMSS) 
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee 
 
France: Société Française de Métallurgie 
et de Matériaux (SF2M) 
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr 
 
Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Materialkunde (DGM) 
e-mail: pps@dgm.de 
 
Deutscher Verband für Materialforschung 
und -prüfung (DVM) 
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de 
 
Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science 
and Technology of Condensed Matter 
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr 

Hungary: Országos Magyar Bányászati 
és Kohászati Egyesület (OMBKE) 
e-mail: tardy@mvae.hu 
 
Italy: 
Associazione Italiana di Metallurgia (AIM) 
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it 
 
Latvia: 
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LtMRS) 
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt 
 
The Netherlands: 
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM) 
e-mail: bvm@worldonline.nl 

Norway: 
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS) 
e-mail: jostein.h.sovik@sintef.no 
 
Poland: 
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze 
e-mail: haga@inmat.pw.edu.pl 
 
Portugal: 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM) 
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt 
 
Slovak Republic: 
Society for New Materials and 
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS) 
e-mail: Stefan.emmer@stuba.sk 
 
Slovenia: 
Slovensko drustvo za materiale (SDM) 

e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si 
 
Spain: 
Sociedad Española de Materiales (SEMAT) 
e-mail: avazquez@cenim.csic.es 
 
Sweden: 
Svenska Föreningen för Materialteknik (SFMT) 
e-mail: joakim@met.kth.se 
 
United Kingdom: 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IoM3) 
e-mail: paul.mcintyre@iom3.org
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Reflections from the Past President

A Number of Changes Introduced

It has been my pleasure 
to serve as President 

of FEMS for the past two 
years. During this time 
the Executive Committee 
has introduced a number 
of changes designed to 
improve the networking 
options available to our 
member societies.

FEMS News has been 
reintroduced in a two- page 
electronic format and will 
give societies an opportu-
nity to publicise their own 
activities whilst providing 

details of FEMS events and 
initiatives. 

New guidelines have been 
developed to improve the 
effectiveness of the FEMS 
Lecturers programme, 
and for EUROMAT Con-
ferences to ensure the 
continuity of a large high 
quality biennial European 
event. The poster format 
introduced for Junior EU-
ROMAT 2002 was a great 
success, and I hope that 
all societies will encourage 
their younger members to 
attend the 2004 conference 
in September in Lausanne.

Work is in hand to de-
velop an enhanced Website 
and also a comprehensive 
European Education Da-
tabase, which should be 
useful to both academic 

At a special dinner 
in Turin, just be-

fore Christmas, the Ex-
ecutive   Committee   of 
FEMS bestowed  Honor-
ary Membership of the 
Federation on Professor 
Gernot Kostorz of  the 
Department of Materials 
at the Institute of Ad-
vanced Physics at ETH-
Zurich.  

The 7th event in the bi-
ennial Junior EURO-

MAT series, sponsored by 
FEMS, will take place at 
the University of Lausanne 
on the banks of Lake Ge-
neva on 6-9 September.

Aimed primarily at MSc 
and PhD students, the for-
mat will be the same as in 
2002: poster displays will 
be complemented by short 
oral presentations by the 

Poland: AMT 2004 in June
The Committee of Metallurgy  of the Polish Academy of Sci-
ences has announced the XVIIth Physical Metallurgy and 
Materials Science Conference on Advanced Materials & 
Technologies, AMT 2004.  This triennial event (in English) 
will be held in Lódz, Poland’s second largest city, on 20-
24 June. There will be 10 special seminars, encompassing 
many aspects of advanced materials, including metals and 
alloys, ceramics, polymers and composites as well as func-
tional materials, details of which are available on the fol-
lowing website: www.AMT-2004.p.lodz.pl.  

Alan Morrell

and industrial members of 
FEMS societies. 

A template for a Euro-
pean Materials Theosau-
rus has been created using 
EC funding from the Mat-
Net project.

In a little over two years 
almost the whole of the Ex-
ecutive Committee mem-
bership has changed and 
we have recently appoint-
ed Paul McIntyre, based 
at IOMMM in London, as 
the new part-time secre-
tary in succession to Peter 
Schepp. I am grateful for 
the support which I have 
been given by all members 
of the committee and I wish 
Wilfried Kurz the incoming 
President every success in 
his period of office.

Alan Morrell

Gernot Kostorz

Honorary Membership
This rarely granted hon-

our recognises eminent 
contributions to the As-
sociation or in the field of 
materials.  

Gernot satisfies the cri-
teria on both counts, hav-
ing been full Professor of 
Physics at ETH since 1980, 
where his research has fo-
cussed on the relationship 
between the microstruc-
ture and properties of real 
solids.  

He joined the Executive 
Committee of FEMS (rep-
resenting DGM) in 1989 
and was President of the 
Federation in 1992 and 
1993.  He becomes only 
the third Honorary Mem-
ber of FEMS in its 18 year 
history.  

Gernot Kostorz

A regular fea-
ture of Jun-
ior EUROMAT is 
the beach party 
on the shores of 
Lake Geneva.

The 7th event in the biennial series

JUNIOR EUROMAT 2004 Approaches
authors.  Thirteen topic ar-
eas will cover all aspects of 
Materials Science and En-
gineering,  details of which 
are available on the website 
www.junior-euromat.org. 
Last time, the conference 
attracted over 300 par-

ticipants from 26 different 
countries and included 265 
poster presentations. This 
year the fees for students 
will not exceed 180 Euro 
and inexpensive accom-
modation will be available 
locally. 

FEMS news is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.
org). It can be downloaded as a PDF file in screen re-
solution or as a ready-to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news 
can be inserted in national materials science magazines.


