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Launch of the European Materials Forum

A New Voice for Materials in Europe! 

Networking for European Materials Scientists and Engineers

FEMS has become a 
founder member of 

the European Materi-
als Forum, which was 
launched at University 
College Cork on 28th 
- 29th June. The Forum 
will provide assistance 
for decision making in 
the area of materials sci-
ence and technology at 
both National and Euro-
pean levels.

The European Union’s 
Lisbon summit in 2000, 
identifi ed the need for Eu-
rope to strengthen its com-
petitiveness and become 
the most dynamic knowl-
edge-based economy in the 
world by 2010. To do so, a 
target was set by the Euro-
pean Council in Barcelona 
to increase expenditure on 
research from less than 2% 
to 3% of GDP within the 
decade to make Europe 
more competitive.

This poses new chal-
lenges to the broad-based, 
interdisciplinary, materials 
science and technology 
community which, although 
of crucial importance to 
European competitiveness 
in many industrial sectors, 
tends to be fragmented and 
in need of coordination. 
Thus emerged the concept 
of a European Materials 
Forum to represent the 
knowledge base of Euro-

pean Materials Science and 
Technology from the public 
and private sectors.

At an informal meeting 
in Paris on 20th February 
2004, representatives from 
some leading organisations, 
including the European 
Materials Research Society 
(E-MRS), the European Sci-
ence Foundation (ESF), the 
European Organisation for 
Nuclear Research (CERN), 
the European Federation of 
Scientifi c Networks (FER), 
the European Synchrotron 
Radiation Facility (ESRF), 
and others, appointed Prof. 
Paul Siffert, Secretary Gen-
eral of E-MRS, to lead the 
interim secretariat of the 
Forum.

On 9th March, Profes-
sor Hermann Grimmeiss at-
tended the meeting of the 
FEMS Executive Commit-
tee in Frankfurt and invited 
FEMS to join the initiative. 

The FEMS President, Prof. 
Wilfried Kurz, signed up 
with the full support of the 
Executive Committee.

FEMS was represented 
by both its Vice-President, 
Prof. Robert Singer, and 
Secretary, Paul McIntyre, 
at the Offi cial Launch of 
the Forum in Cork. Over 
60 people participated in 
the proceedings.

Tremendous support for 
the initiative was conveyed 
by Prof. Marcel Van de 
Voorde of Delft University 
of Technology, an origina-
tor of the Forum concept, 
on behalf of Prof. A. Mitsos, 
DG of EC Research, Prof. J. 
Gago, former Minister for 
Research Policy, Portugal, 
and R. Cingolani, Scientifi c 
Advisor to the Minister of 
Research in Italy. 

In his address, Robert 
Singer presented the FEMS 
Perspective for the Forum:

• To meet the challenge 
from USA and Japan;

• To partner the EC;
• To formulate and ex-

press opinions of the 
Materials Community.

Also, the Forum could help 
to defi ne research topics 
and increase the focus on 
basic research.

Although much remains 
to be done to defi ne the 
charter and mode of op-
eration of the EMF there 
is clearly great support 
for it as an organisation to 

provide a strong voice for 
the materials science and 
technology community in 
Europe in its dealings with 
Brussels.

Participants in the launch meeting of the EMF

Robert Singer (left) and 
Hermann Grimmeiss at the 
launch of the European 
Materials Forum

The FEMS website, www.FEMS.org, has a new func-
tionality and appearance thanks to Dave Hudson of 
 Cambridge University, who was appointed FEMS Web-
master on 1st April.
A whole range of new features is planned, including 
a notice-board for MSE professionals, placement and 
 career opportunities for students and password-protect-
ed pages for Member Societies and the FEMS Executive.
Watch this space for further developments.



FEMS Member Societies
Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy 
and Materials (ASMET) 
e-mail: asmet@unileoben.ac.at 
 
Benelux: Benelux Métallurgie 
e-mail: lsegers@ulb.ac.be 
 
Czech Republic: Czech Society for New 
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT) 
e-mail: steidl@fsik.cvut.cz 
 
Metal Science Society of the Czech 
Republic (MSS) 
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz 
 
Denmark: Danish Metallurgical Society 
e-mail: somers@ipl.dtu.dk 

Estonia: Estonian Material Science 
Society (EMSS) 
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee 
 
France: Société Française de Métallurgie 
et de Matériaux (SF2M) 
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr 
 
Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Materialkunde (DGM) 
e-mail: pps@dgm.de 
 
Deutscher Verband für Materialforschung 
und -prüfung (DVM) 
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de 
 
Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science 
and Technology of Condensed Matter 
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr 

Hungary: Országos Magyar Bányászati 
és Kohászati Egyesület (OMBKE) 
e-mail: steel.hun@euroweb.hu 
 
Italy: 
Associazione Italiana di Metallurgia (AIM) 
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it 
 
Latvia: 
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt 
 
The Netherlands: 
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM) 
e-mail: bvm@bureausprint.org 

Norway: 
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS) 
e-mail: jostein.h.sovik@sintef.no 
 
Poland: 
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze 
e-mail: haga@inmat.pw.edu.pl 
 
Portugal: 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM) 
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt 
 
Slovak Republic: 
Society for New Materials and 
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS) 
e-mail: stefan.emmer@stuba.sk 
 
Slovenia: 
Slovensko Drustvo za Materiale (SDM) 

e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si 
 
Spain: 
Sociedad Española de Materiales (SEMAT) 
e-mail: avazquez@cenim.csic.es 
 
Sweden: 
Svenska Föreningen för Materialteknik (SFMT) 
e-mail: joakim@met.kth.se 
 
United Kingdom: 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IoM3) 
e-mail: paul.mcintyre@iom3.org
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Register Now

Invitation to Junior EUROMAT 

There is still time to 
register for Junior 

EUROMAT 2004, which 
takes place in Lausanne 
on 6-9 September.

Primarily for MSc and 
PhD students, it will again 
be a poster conference,  but 
everyone is welcome and 
there will be a brief oral 
introduction to each poster 
(3 minutes and 2 slides).

Over 350 presentati-
ons will be made by parti-
cipants from 36 countries, 
including Japan, USA, 
China and Taiwan.

Thirteen topic areas 
will address everything 
from Metals to Ceramics, 
Polymers and Nanostruc-
tured Materials and from  
Mechanical Properties to 
Corrosion.

The Institute of Mate-
rials, Minerals and Min-
ing held its 4th Materials 
Congress in Carlton House 
Terrace, London, home of 
its headquarters, on 30th 
March - 1st April.

Over 630 delegates 
attended the Congress, 

Sohn International Symposium – 2006

TMS is to dedicate its 2006 Fall Meeting in San Diego, Cal-
ifornia, to Prof. H. Y. Sohn to honour his lifetime achieve-
ments in Metals and Materials Processing. For further 
information on the symposium „Advanced Processing of 
Metals and Materials: Principles, Technologies and Indus-
trial Practice”, contact: mtgserv@tms.org.

Registration fees are 
180 Euros for students 
and 300 Euros for others, 
with 50 % reductions 
for those from Eastern 
Europe.

Accommodation is 
available in youth hostels 
and guest houses for from 
55 to 65 Euros per night, 
and in Civil Army Accom-
modation for as little as 
12 Euros.

Full details of the 
conference and the sub-
mitted presentations are 
available on the website: 
www.junior-euromat.
fems.org

This will be the 7th 
event in the Junior Eu-
romat series, which have 
been held biennially since 
1992. It promises to be 
one of the best to date, 
so be sure not to miss it.

A most successful Event

Materials Congress 

during which Prof. Ray 
Smallman was presented 
with the Acta Materialia 
Award, an international 
gold medal in recognition 
of excellence of research.

Materials Congress will 
be held again in 2006. 

FEMS news
is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.org). It can 
be downloaded as a PDF file in screen resolution or as a 
ready-to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news can be inserted 
in national materials science magazines.

A Date for your Diary

EUROMAT 2005: 5th - 9th September 

EUROMAT 2005 
will be taking place 

in the beautiful city of 
Prague on 5th - 9th Sep-
tember next year.

Preliminary details are 
available on the website:
www.euromat.fems.org

Carlton House Terrace The FEMS Stand

Poster Exhibition Prof. Ray Smallman

Prague - Venue for EUROMAT 2005


