
Federation of European Materials Societies

www.fems.org

February 2005

news

EUROMAT 2005 promises to break all records!

Networking for European Materials Scientists and Engineers

We are delighted 
to announce 

that more than 1700 
abstracts have been 
received to date for 
EUROMAT 2005 from 
authors in 57 different 
countries.

Well over 300 abstracts 
have come from Germa-
ny alone, and there are 
more than 100 each from 
France, UK and Russia. 
Close behind come Japan, 

Korea, Italy and the Czech 
Republic, and Poland, Ro-
mania and USA have all 
spawned over 50 submis-
sions.

With a programme that 
includes no fewer that six 
Plenary and fi fty-four Key-
note Lectures, there will 
be much to interest all se-
rious materials scientists.

The fi ve main topic 
areas (and their Coordi-
nators) are: Functional 

Materials (E. Zschech); Bi-
omaterials (A. R. Boccacci-
ni); Structural Materials (T. 
Khan); Materials Process-
ing (M. Rappaz) and Mate-
rials Characterisation (M. 
Rühle). Each of these broad 
areas is divided into as 
many as six distinct topics, 
each with its own coordi-
nator (23 in all). The topics 
are further broken down 
into 74 symposia, each 
with its own Chairman.

For the fi rst time 
EUROMAT will take place 
in Prague this year, on 5-
8 September. It is being 
organised by three of the 
FEMS Member Societies: 
DGM in Germany, togeth-
er with both CSNMT and 
MSS in the Czech Repub-
lic. Four university profes-
sors are acting as Congress 
Chairs, led by Bill Clyne 
of the University of Cam-
bridge, assisted by Pavel 

Bridges over the River Vltava in Prague

Lukác of Charles Universi-
ty, Prague, George Kaptay 
of the University of Mis-
kolc, and Robert Singer of 
the University of Erlangen-
Nürnberg. Peter Schepp of 
DGM is again the overall 
Programme Manager.

For further details about 
EUROMAT 2005, please 
visit the website: www.
euromat2005.fems.org or 
contact the Congress Of-
fi ce at: euromat@fems.org

A Resounding Success – Junior EUROMAT 2004

The ripples are still 
subsiding on the 

surface of Lake Ge-
neva after another vi-
brant Junior EUROMAT 
Conference at EPFL in 
Lausanne on 6-9 Sep-
tember 2004.

Three hundred dele-
gates from over thirty 
countries crowded the 
main lecture theatre to 
hear Professor Wilfried 

Kurz, President of FEMS, 
and Professor Colin Hum-
phries of the University of 
Cambridge open the event 
on the fi rst day. Although a 
poster conference, the ma-
jority of the authors took 
the opportunity to make 
brief oral presentations of 
their work.

The enthusiasm for and 
interest shown in each 
others’ presentations by  

the young scientists were 
almost palpable throughout 
the week.  

Highlights included 
the traditional Festival on 
the beach on the second 
evening, and the lectures 
by invited industry speakers 
from Sulzer Innotech, Rob-
ert Bosch, EADS Suresnes, 
Adam Opel, Alstom Power 
and Wiley-VCH on the third 
afternoon. The posters were a great attraction at Junior EUROMAT



FEMS Member Societies
Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy 
and Materials (ASMET) 
e-mail: asmet@unileoben.ac.at 
 
Benelux: Benelux Métallurgie 
e-mail: lsegers@ulb.ac.be 
 
Czech Republic: Czech Society for New 
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT) 
e-mail: steidl@fsik.cvut.cz 
 
Metal Science Society of the Czech 
Republic (MSS) 
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz 
 
Denmark: Danish Metallurgical Society 
e-mail: somers@ipl.dtu.dk 

Estonia: Estonian Material Science 
Society (EMSS) 
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee 
 
France: Société Française de Métallurgie 
et de Matériaux (SF2M) 
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr 
 
Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Materialkunde (DGM) 
e-mail: pps@dgm.de 
 
Deutscher Verband für Materialforschung 
und -prüfung (DVM) 
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de 
 
Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science 
and Technology of Condensed Matter 
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr 

Hungary: Országos Magyar Bányászati 
és Kohászati Egyesület (OMBKE) 
e-mail: ombke@mtesz.hu 
 
Italy: 
Associazione Italiana di Metallurgia (AIM) 
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it 
 
Latvia: 
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt 
 
The Netherlands: 
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM) 
e-mail: bvm@bureausprint.org 

Norway: 
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS) 
e-mail: jostein.h.sovik@sintef.no 
 
Poland: 
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze 
e-mail: haga@inmat.pw.edu.pl 
 
Portugal: 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM) 
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt 
 
Slovak Republic: 
Society for New Materials and 
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS) 
e-mail: stefan.emmer@stuba.sk 
 

Slovenia: 
Slovensko Drustvo za Materiale (SDM) 
e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si 
 
Spain: 
Sociedad Española de Materiales (SEMAT) 
e-mail: avazquez@cenim.csic.es 
 
Sweden: 
Svenska Föreningen för Materialteknik (SFMT) 
e-mail: joakim@met.kth.se 
 
United Kingdom: 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IoM3) 
e-mail: paul.mcintyre@iom3.org
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News from the FEMS General Assembly: 

President’s Annual Report 
The FEMS General 
Assembly took place 
in Lausanne on 5 Sep-
tember in conjunction 
with Junior EUROMAT 
2004.

During the meeting, 
Wilfried Kurz presented 
his first Annual Report 
as President of FEMS. 
This reviewed the aims of 
FEMS and expressed com-
mitment to the ongoing 
improvement of EURO-
MAT. It also stressed the 
importance of Junior EU-
ROMAT, which, because 
of its relevance to young 
people, represents a good 
investment for the future. 

The next item in the 
President’s report rel-
ated to the three FEMS 
Awards and, in particular, 
to the enhanced FEMS 
Lecturer Award, which is 

now worth up to € 3000 
to the winner, consisting 
of up to € 1500 in travel 
costs and € 1500 in cash 
on the completion of a 
programme of three lec-
tures, including an initial 
one at EUROMAT. This 
is expected to stimulate 
interdisciplinary exchan-
ges and will complement 
the FEMS Gold Medal 
and the FEMS Materials 
Science and Technology 
Award.

The President then 
discussed ten key tasks, 
responsibility for which 
he had allocated to par-
ticular members of the 
Executive Committee. 
Each task concerns an 
activity where FEMS is 
seeking to make improve-
ments for the benefit of 
its members. One of the 

most important relates to 
the contribution by FEMS 
on behalf of its members 
to the new European 
Materials Forum (EMF), 
of which it is a founder 
member, together with 
E-MRS. This is intended 
to provide a strong voice 
for the Materials commu-
nity in Europe, enabling it 
to influence decisions by 
the Commission on the 
funding of materials-re-
lated research in future 
Framework Programmes. 
This initiative comes at 
a time when European 
research is on the move 
and funding for research 
is being increased. Fur-
thermore, the new Com-
mission might be open to 
proposals from European 
Materials Societies.

Professor Kurz ended 
his report with reference 
to both FEMS News and 
the FEMS Website as 
sources of news and in-
formation of interest to 
everyone. He thanked all 
FEMS Member Societies 
for their continuing sup-
port.

During discussion of 
the President’s report, Dr 
K. Solymár (OMBKE, Hun-
gary) requested that dis-
counted registration fees 
to Junior EUROMAT for 
central and eastern Euro-
pean countries should be 
retained until their living 
standards catch up with 
those in the West.

FEMS news
is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.org). It can be 
downloaded as a PDF file in screen resolution or as a ready-
to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news can be inserted in national 
materials science magazines.

Peter Schepp (DGM) and Wilfried Kurz (FEMS President) 
at the FEMS General Assembly in Lausanne

International News:

Liaison with IOMMMS
FEMS belongs to the In-
ternational Organisation 
of Materials, Metals and 
Minerals Societies (IOM-
MMS) and hosted its most 
recent meeting in Lausanne 
on 6 September 2004. At 
the meeting, the  possibil-
ity that members of every 

member society might be 
offered a 10 % discount on 
the registration fee to eve-
ry other societies’ events 
was discussed. If this goes 
ahead, it will provide a valu-
able benefit to all members 
of each of the twenty-three 
FEMS Member Societies.

Participants in the IOMMMS Annual Meeting in Lausanne


