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FEMS Salutes its Prize-Winners for 2005!
European Materials Medallist – Jeff de Hosson

Networking for European Materials Scientists and Engineers

We are proud to an-
nounce that the 

winner of the European 
Materials Medal for 2005 
is Professor Jeff Th. M. 
De Hosson of the Depart-
ment of Applied Physics, 
University of Groningen, 
the Netherlands (born 
27th May 1950). 

His research focuses on 
electron microscopy, dis-
location dynamics, and in-
terface science related to 
surface modifi cation. He 
has published more than 

600 scientifi c publications 
including 20 review papers 
and chapters in books. He is 
Fellow for life of the “The 
Royal Holland Society of 
Sciences and Humanities” 
and of the Physics Division 
of the “Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Scienc-
es”. In 2002 he was elected 
Fellow of the American So-
ciety for Metals and the fol-
lowing year he received the 
Acta Materialia Inc award. 

His scientifi c responsibili-
ties include numerous edi-
torships, amongst which he 
is principal editor (Europe) 
of the J. Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology and as-
sociate editor Acta Mate-
rialia/Scripta Materialia. In 
around 1990 he served as 
a member of the FEMS Ex-
ecutive Committee and was 
on the Organising Commit-
tee for EUROMAT. Jeff De 
Hosson was nominated for 

Jeff De Hosson

this top award by the Dutch 
Member Society of FEMS, 
BvM. He will be presented 
with his gold medal during 
the Opening Ceremony of 
EUROMAT 2005 in Prague 
on 4th September.

FEMS Lecturer Award for Excellence in MSE – Søren Fæster Nielsen
Dr. Søren Fæster Niel-

sen is a scientist with 
the Materials Research 
Department at Risø Na-
tional Laboratory, Den-
mark, and was nominated 
as the FEMS Lecturer for 
2005 by the Danish Met-
allurgical Society (DMS). 

He studied physics at the 
H.C. Ørsted Laboratory at 

Copenhagen University, 
receiving his Ph.D. in 2000 
for synchrotron X-ray radia-
tion studies of deformation 
in metals. As a post-doctoral 
researcher he participated 
in developing the three 
dimensional X-ray diffrac-
tion microscope placed at 
the material science beam-
line at ESRF in France. He 

European Materials Medal

Nominated as an out-
standing young sci-

entist by DGM, one of 
the two FEMS Member 
Societies in Germany, this 
year’s winner of the Mate-
rials Science and Technol-
ogy Prize is Prof. Dr. rer. 
nat. Britta Nestler. 

She works at the Faculty 
of Computer Science at Karl-
sruhe University of Applied 
Science. She studied physics 
and mathematics at RWTH 

Aachen in Germany and at 
the University of York in 
the UK. 

From an early stage she 
showed great interest in the 
emerging fi eld of computa-
tional materials science, and, 
in particular, the modelling 
of solidifi cation phenomena. 
Her main contribution has 
been in the fi eld of phase 
fi eld modelling, where she 

has introduced a consistent 
approach for multi-phase, 
multi-component systems. 
Her computer simulations 
are beautiful and give tre-
mendous insight into the 
world of microstructure 
evolution, particularly dur-
ing multi-phase solidifi cation 
in eutectic, peritectic and 
monotectic alloy systems. 
The kinetic and topological 

transients occurring during 
microstructure evolution re-
main among the central is-
sues in materials science and 
Professor Nestler is a leading 
fi gure in this fi eld. Her prize, 
consisting of a full set of the 
18- volume WILEY-VCH 
book series “Materials Sci-
ence and Technology” will 
be presented during EURO-
MAT 2005 in Prague.

Britta Nestler

Materials Science and Technology Prize-Winner – Britta Nestler

currently holds a Research 
Fellowship for two years 
funded by the Danish Tech-
nical Research Council. 

In this project he studies 
3D strain distributions in 
composite material by ap-
plying synchrotron X-ray to-
mography on samples with 
embedded marker particles. 

He has published 30 articles 
in international journals and 
conferences. His prize con-
sists of a bursary of up to 
1500 Euro to cover the costs 
of presenting his lecture in 
three different countries, 
beginning in Prague during 
EUROMAT 2005, and 1500 
Euro in cash on completing 
the series.Søren Fæster Nielsen



FEMS Member Societies
Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy 
and Materials (ASMET) 
e-mail: asmet@unileoben.ac.at 
 
Benelux: Benelux Métallurgie 
e-mail: lsegers@ulb.ac.be 
 
Czech Republic: Czech Society for New 
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT) 
e-mail: steidl@fsik.cvut.cz 
 
Metal Science Society of the Czech 
Republic (MSS) 
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz 
 
Denmark: Danish Metallurgical Society 
e-mail: somers@ipl.dtu.dk 

Estonia: Estonian Material Science 
Society (EMSS) 
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee 
 
France: Société Française de Métallurgie 
et de Matériaux (SF2M) 
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr 
 
Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Materialkunde (DGM) 
e-mail: pps@dgm.de 
 
Deutscher Verband für Materialforschung 
und -prüfung (DVM) 
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de 
 
Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science 
and Technology of Condensed Matter 
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr 

Hungary: Országos Magyar Bányászati 
és Kohászati Egyesület (OMBKE) 
e-mail: ombke@mtesz.hu 
 
Italy: 
Associazione Italiana di Metallurgia (AIM) 
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it 
 
Latvia: 
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt 
 
The Netherlands: 
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM) 
e-mail: bvm@bureausprint.org 

Norway: 
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS) 
e-mail: jostein.h.sovik@sintef.no 
 
Poland: 
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze 
e-mail: haga@inmat.pw.edu.pl 
 
Portugal: 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM) 
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt 
 
Slovak Republic: 
Society for New Materials and 
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS) 
e-mail: stefan.emmer@stuba.sk 
 

Slovenia: 
Slovensko Drustvo za Materiale (SDM) 
e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si 
 
Spain: 
Sociedad Española de Materiales (SEMAT) 
e-mail: avazquez@cenim.csic.es 
 
Sweden: 
Svenska Föreningen för Materialteknik (SFMT) 
e-mail: aune@mse.kth.se 
 
United Kingdom: 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IoM3) 
e-mail: paul.mcintyre@iom3.org
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FEMS-EUROMAT 2005 Beckons

FEMS news
is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.org). It can be downloaded as a 
PDF file in screen resolution or as a ready-to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news can 
be inserted in national materials science magazines.

Euromat 2005 will take place at Prague Technical University on 5-8 
September 2005. This is an event not to be missed by anyone with 
serious interests in materials science and engineering. The main topic 
areas are: Functional Materials; Biomaterials; Structural Materials; 
Materials Processing; and Materials Characterisation. The division of 
almost 2000 presentations between individual topics is shown below. 
For details, and to register, visit: www.euromat-2005.fems.org

The latest initiative of the 
FEMS Executive Committee 

is “FEMS Presidents’ Day”.
The first of these occasions will 

take place in conjunction with 
EUROMAT 2005 in Prague on 
Wednesday 7th September, when 
the Presidents of each FEMS Mem-
ber Society will be invited to join 
the FEMS Executive Committee 
so that the two groups can get to 
know each other better and have 
the opportunity for a full exchange 
of views on recent activity and 
progress within FEMS.

News from the FEMS Executive Committee:

FEMS Presidents’ Day

For all the latest information visit: www.fems.org

Marie Curie Summer School – Knowledge Based Materials 
This year‘s Summer School, to be held at Hurtgenwald, Germa-
ny on 8-17 August 2005, will be run by Prof Günter Gottstein of 
RWTH-Aachen. The topic is multidisciplinary aspects of materials 
science associated with single phase materials. For further details:  
http://materialsknowledge.org

Rickinson and Zwaag: Future Visions for Materials Societies
Bernie Rickinson gave a hard-

hitting personal view of how 
the future lies for European Ma-
terials Societies during a recent 
meeting of the European Materi-
als Forum (EMF) in Noordwijk, 
The Netherlands. This view 
was complemented by that of 
Sybrand van der Zwaag of the 
University of Delft.

Bernie is the Chief Executive of 
the Institute of Materials, Minerals 
and Mining, UK, the largest of the 
FEMS Member Societies. Its origins 
stem from 1865 with the Iron and 

Steel Institute. 
S u c c e s s i v e 
mergers with 
other institutes 
concerned with 
mining, metal-
lurgy, metals, 
plastics, ceram-
ics, composites, and rubbers, etc., 
have culminated in a membership of 
over 20,000, 70 % of whom are from 
industry. It covers all aspects of the 
materials cycle and he urged materi-
als societies to strive for the critical 
mass needed to be listened to by gov-

Dr. B. A. Rickinson

ernments and to avoid unnecessary 
layers of management. His advice to 
other societies is “coalesce or die”. 

Sybrand van der Zwaag, who is Pres-
ident of the FEMS Member Society 
for the Netherlands, Bond voor Mate-
rialenkennis, and is a member of the 
FEMS Executive Committee, agreed. 
His society has fewer than 1000 mem-
bers. Fifty or more years ago, the ma-
terials field was held in high esteem 
and  each company had its own ma-
terials specialist. Now there are 7 
million different materials (one for 

almost every person 
in the Netherlands). 
Manufacturing out-
put is falling, com-
panies are growing 
larger and suppliers 
are providing infor-
mation as well as 
materials. As a result, societies are 
diminishing in size and importance. 
To survive, he believes that materials 
societies must build synergy and ex-
pand into new fields, e.g. production 
technology and structural design.

Prof. S. van 
der Zwaag

An important objective of FEMS is to 
represent the member societies in the 
newly-formed European Materials Fo-
rum (EMF), which has been set up to 
provide a single voice for the materials 
field, which is highly diversified. To do 
so effectively, it is essential that FEMS 
sees eye-to-eye with its members on 
all major issues such as research prior-
ities and funding instruments for the 
7th Framework Programme. With this 
in mind, the day will provide plenty of 
opportunity for an open discussion of 
the chalenges and opportunities fac-
ing materials societies.


