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Another year of achievement:

FEMS nghllghts of 2008

FEMS Junior
EUROMAT 2008

his popular biennial

poster conference for
young materials scien-
tists and engineers, took
place at the University of
Lausanne on 14-17 July.

Almost 300 youngsters
from 33 different coun-
tries took part in the event.
While most were from Eu-
rope, some had come from
as far afield as Algeria, India,
Iran, Japan, Korea, Mexico
and USA.

The programme listed 239
contributions covering four-
teen different topic areas.
Each presenter was allowed
three minutes to provide an
oral introduction to their
poster in the lecture hall,

Ix Compeles

A winning poster at Jun/or EUROMAT 2008

illustrated by up to three
slides. With as many as70
presentations scheduled for
each of the afternoon ses-
sions, strict chairmanship
was essential.

Following the oral pres-
entations there were poster
sessions during which the
speakers had more time to

discuss their work. At the

end of the conference, priz-

es of 100 and 50 Euros were

presented for the best post-

ers in each half-day session.

Junior EUROMAT always
features lectures by people
from industry. They provide
insight about careers and
markets. This time, the first

one was presented by Dr.
Frank Heinricht, Chairman
of W. C. Heraeus, the pre-
cious metals and technol-
ogy group based in Hanau,
which has a turnover of € 3
billion pa. Born in Berlin in
1962, he studied Physics at
Berlin Technical University,
obtaining a Ph.D. for work
on Laser-induced Fast Phase
Transitions in 1990. After
working for TEMIC Semi-
conductors, a subsidiary of
Daimler Chrysler, he joined
Heraeus in 2003.

Dr. Heinricht ended
his talk by listing what he
considers to have been key
factors in the success of
his career: a good under-
standing of his personal
goals; having won the Carl
Ramsauer Award for phys-

Dr. Frank Heinricht, Chair-
man of W. C. Heraeus

ics acted as a door opener;
his high affinity for financial
and key performance indica-
tors; his personality, which
enables him to listen, per-
suade and motivate; he is a
good mentor, performs well,
and does not force things;
and, last but not least, —
Good Luck!

After 7 years of outstanding service FEMS marks:

The Retirement of Professor Dr. Wilfried Kurz

he FEMS Executive Com-

mittee organised a special
dinner in Lausanne on 30
March to mark the retire-
ment of its Past-President,
Wilfried Kurz, Professor
emeritus of Materials Science
and Engineering at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Techno-
logy Lausanne (EPFL).

Throughout his involve-
ment with FEMS, Wilfried
Kurz played a pivotal role
in its resurgence, being an
extremely effective and dip-

lomatic manager. This was ac-
knowledged by Robert Singer
when presenting him with a
commemorative plaque. After
graciously accepting this gift,
Wilfried Kurz asked permis-
sion to make two wishes:

His first wish was that the
countries of Europe should
retain the positive aspects of
their differences but without
using their different points
of view to block the whole
system. He stressed that in
order to succeed in the long

term, Europeans must under-
stand each other and cooper-

ate, moving more quickly and
more efficiently.

His second wish related to
what he sees as the greatest

threat for the immediate fu-

ture of mankind — Horizon
2040: the climate change due
to rising CO, levels which

could cause a 4 °C tempera-

ture increase by 2040. This
has become a fact now; an
average car poduces 20 kg
of CO, per 100 km!! There

are also other sources of CO,
and this is a pretty stable gas,
meaning that we will live with
our exhaust gas for the next
1000-2000 years.

Therefore, his second wish
was that FEMS, which is de-
signed for large scale action
should do everything to help
solve this number one prob-
lem facing mankind, i.e. to
help to reduce the produc-
tion of CO,. Materials play
a crucial role for most solu-
tions — especially for clean

Robert Singer (left) making the
presentation to Wilfried Kurz

energy, such as solar energy.
He was confident that FEMS
can make a substantial contri-
bution to the fulfilment of his
wishes if it engages in this en-
deavour, having two excellent
tools at its disposal: FEMS
EUROMAT and the European
Materials Forum (EMF).
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FEMS HAS WELCOMED FOUR NEW MEMBERS IN 2008

EMS is proud to an-

nounce that four Euro-
pean Materials Societies
joined the Federation in
2008, bringing the total
membership to 27 socie-
ties in 22 different coun-
tries (see below).

AIMAT, the Italian Associa-
tion of Materials Engineer-
ing has Professor Teodoro
Valente of the Department
of Chemical and Materials
Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Rome as its president.
It organises biennial na-
tional conferences, the first
of which, AIMAT’92, took
place in Rome on 23-24 April
1992. The most recent event,
the ninth in the series, took
place in Piano di Sorrento on
29 June - 2 July 2008. Its five
main sessions featured 40
oral presentations, with top-
ics ranging from corrosion
and stress corrosion cracking
to ceramics, polymers and

nano-materials. AIMAT also
organises training courses for
materials engineers. The lat-
est one, entitled “Innovative
Materials and Nanotechnolo-
gies for the ‘Made in Italy’”
was held in Ischia Porto on
26-30 July 2008. Further in-
formation about AIMAT and
its activities is available on
its website (www.aimat.it).

 ASSOCOMPOSITI

Ansscianioras itabana compaan & athn

The Italian Association of
Composites, ASSOCOM:-
POSITI, has both individual
and corporate members. It
was established in 2004
with the aim of promoting
information about compos-
ite materials and their indus-
trial applications in Italy. Its
president is Prof. Roberto
Frassine of Politecnico di
Milano.

Composite  production
raises particular problems re-
garding design, environmen-
tal impact, manufacture, and
recycling and the Association

is keen to counter these by
promoting action on an inter-
national level. It is encourag-
ing information flow between
industry, research centres
and universities at both na-
tional and international lev-
els. It publishes Compositi,
the first Italian quarterly
magazine on composites, and
organises seminars and tech-
nical demonstrations at exhi-
bitions in Italy and beyond.
ASSOCOMPOSITI will be
participating in “PLAST’09”
the next in the international
series of triennial shows for
the plastics and rubber in-
dustries. This will take place
at the Fiera Milano show-
ground on 24-28 March 2009
(Www.assocompositi.it).

HMS, the Hellenic Metallur-
gical Society, was established
in 2000 with the mission of

promoting science and en-
gineering concerned with
metallic materials in Greece.
Since then three triennial
National Conferences have
been organised, at the Uni-
versities of Thessaly (2001),
Athens (2004) and Patras
(2007). HMS has also organ-
ised a number of Workshops.
It also publishes a Newslet-
ter and has its own website
(www.met.gr). Prof. Dr.-Ing.
Spiros Pantelakis of the De-
partment of Mechanical and
Aeronautical Engineering at
the University of Patras is
the HMS President.

MRS-Serbia, the Materials
Research Society of Serbia,
is one of the two successor
societies to the Yugoslav
Materials Research Society
(Yu-MRS). It was formed in
2007 following the political
separation between Serbia
and Montenegro and is the
official successor to Yu-MRS.
Prof. Dr. Dragan Uskokovic
of the Institute of Techni-

cal Sciences of the Serbian
Academy of Sciences and
Arts is its president.

Yu-MRS was conceived
at the first Yugoslav Con-
ference on Advanced
Materials for High Tem-
perature Applications
(Yucomat 95), in Herceg
Novi, Montenegro, and
was founded two vyears
later. Its mission was to
promote multidisciplinary
goal-oriented research in
materials science and engi-
neering. Its main objective
was to encourage creativ-
ity in materials research
and engineering and cre-
ate access to international
projects. Conferences in
the Yucomat series were
held biennially until 2003
since when they have been
annual events.

MRS-Serbia is continu-
ing to organise the Yu-
comat conferences and
Yucomat 2009, will take
place in Herceg Novi on
31 August - 4 September
2009. The deadline for ab-
stract submission is 1 May
(www.yu-mrs.org.yu).

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FEMS will be holding EUROMAT 2009 in Glasgow, Scotland on 7-10 September 2009. The deadline for the submission of abstracts is 31
January 2009. For further details visit the Conference Website: www.euromat2009.fems.eu.
MRS-Serbia will be holding YUCOMAT 2009 in Herceg Novi, Montenegro on 31 August - 4 September 2009. The deadline for abstract
submission is 1 May 2009. For further information visit the Serbia-MRS Website: www.yu-mrs.org.yu.

Back Issues of FEMS News and much more information about the Federation, as well as forthcoming events and job opportunities, can be downloaded
from the FEMS website at: www.FEMS.org.
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Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy
and Materials (ASMET)
e-mail: asmet@unileoben.ac.at

Belgium: Benelux Métallurgie
e-mail: Isegers@ulb.ac.be

Czech Republic: Czech Society for New
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT)
e-mail: sperlink@aipcr.cz

Czech Republic: Metal Science Society
of the Czech Republic (MSS)
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz

Estonia: Estonian Material Science
Society (EMSS)
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee

France: Société Francaise de Métallurgie
et de Matériaux (SF2M)
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr

Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir
Materialkunde (DGM)
e-mail: pps@dgm.de

Germany: Deutscher Verband fiir
Materialforschung und -priifung (DVM)
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de

Greece: The Hellenic Metallurgical Society
e-mail: azerv@mie.uth.gr

Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science and
Technology of Condensed Matter (HSSTCM)
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr

Hungary: Orszagos Magyar Bényaszati
és Kohaszati Egyestilet (OMBKE)
e-mail: ombke@mtesz.hu

Italy:
Associazione ltaliana di Metallurgia (AIM)
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it
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Italy:

Associazione Italiana d'Ingegneria dei
Materiali (AIMAT)

e-mail: domenico.caputo@ununa.it

Italy:

Associazione Italiana Compositi & Affini
(Assocompositi)

e-mail: ufficiostampa@assocompositi.it

Latvia:
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS)
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv

Lithuania:
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LMRS)
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt

Netherlands:
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM)
e-mail: bvm@bureausprint.org

FEMS news

is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.org). It can be downloaded as a PDF file
in screen resolution or as a ready-to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news can be inserted in
national materials science magazines.

FEIVIS Viember Societies

Norway:
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS)
e-mail: carl.ludvig.kjelsen@hydro.com

Poland:
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze
e-mail: nmzieba@imim-pan.krakow.pl

Portugal:
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM)
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt

Serbia:

Materials research Society of Serbia
(Serbia-MRS)

e-mail: yumrs@itn.sanu.ac.yu

Slovak Republic:

Society for New Materials and
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS)
e-mail: stefan.emmer@stuba.sk

Slovenia:
Slovensko Drustvo za Materiale (SDM)
e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si

Spain:

Sociedad Espafiola de Materiales
(SOCIEMAT)

arana@fis.ucm.es

Sweden:
Svenska Foreningen for Materialteknik (SFMT)
e-mail: aune@mse.kth.se

Ukraine:
The Ukrainian Materials Research Society (U-MRS)
e-mail: chern@ipms.kiev.ua

United Kingdom:
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (loM?)
e-mail: bernie.rickinson@iom3.org



