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The winner of the 
FEMS European Ma-

terials Medal this year is 
Professor Ludwig Schultz, 
Director of the Institute 
of Metallic Materials at 
the Leibniz-Institute of 
Solid State and Materials 
Research (IFW) in Dres-
den, Germany.

Established in 1993, this 
gold medal is awarded 
every other year in recog-
nition of truly outstanding 
contributions to the field 
of Materials Science and 
Engineering.

Ludwig Schultz was born 
in Meissen, Germany, on 
18 May 1947. At the age of 
19 he went to the Univer-
sity of Göttingen to study 
Physics and in 1976 he 
gained a PhD for a thesis 
entitled “Flux Pinning in 
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Superconductors by Regu-
larly or Statistically Distrib-
uted Precipitates”.

His career began in 1973 
as a Research Associate in 
the Institute of Physics 
in Göttingen where he 
remained until the end 
of 1979 apart from a year 
spent as a Postdoc at the 
IBM Research Centre in 
Yorktown Heights, New 
York during 1978.

In January 1980 he was 
appointed as a Staff Scien-
tist at Siemens Research 
Laboratories in Erlangen, a 
post that he held for nearly 
ten years before becoming 
Head of the Department for 
High Temperature Super-
conductors and Magnetic 
Materials in the same es-
tablishment. He held that 
position until May 1993, 

and during that period be-
came an Honorary Lecturer 
in the Physics Department 
at Augsburg University. 

In June 1993 he became 
Full Professor of Metal-
lic Materials and Metal 
Physics at the Technical 
University of Dresden and 
Director of the Institute of 
Metallic Materials at the 
Leibniz-Institute. Since 
April 2008 he has also 
been the Scientific Direc-
tor of IFW Dresden.

He has a wide range of 
interests and he has pub-
lished an astonishing total 
of over 700 papers in re
fereed journals on topics 
which include: Supercon-
ducting materials and levi-
tation systems; Magnetic 
shape memory alloys and 
thin films; Amorphous 

metals and nanocrystalline 
materials.

The European Materials 
Medal will be presented to 
Prof. Schultz during FEMS 
EUROMAT 2009 (see 
below), at which he will 
present a Plenary Lecture 
entitled “Riding on Magnet-
ic Fields – The Miraculous 
World of Superconductors”. 
This will discuss various 
types of superconduct-
ing magnetically levitated 
trains, including the ap-
proach adopted by the team 
at IFW Dresen. This is a 
passive superconducting 
magnetically levitated sys-
tem which uses bulk super
conductors cooled only to 
the temperature of liquid 
nitrogen (-196 °C). At low 
temperatures supercon
ductors not only transmit 

the electric current with-
out any resistance, but are 
also able to freeze-in a mag-
netic field of any configura-
tion. In this way they act 
as permanent magnets but 
with a magnetic remanence 
which for massive YBaCuO 
material is far larger than 
that of ferromagnetic per-
manent magnets. This will 
be demonstrated for differ-
ent types of superconduct-
ing magnetically levitated 
trains.  

The Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre (SECC) in Glasgow – venue for FEMS EUROMAT 2009

Preparations are forging ahead for:

FEMS EUROMAT 2009, 7-10 SEPTEMBER
FEMS EUROMAT con-

ferences have taken place 
every other year since 
1989. 

This year’s conference, 
the eleventh in the se-
ries, will be held at the 
Scottish  Exhibition and 

Conference Centre (the 
SECC), which is the UK’s 
largest integrated meet-
ing venue, with a purpose-

built auditorium seating 
3,000 comfortably. Up to 
18 parallel sessions will 
be accommodated in the 

extensive facilities and 
an exhibition and poster 
sessions will also be held. 
(PTO).



FEMS EUROMAT 2009 (Continued) 
The SECC is located on 

a 64 acre site on the banks 
of the River Clyde, and has 
comprehensive catering fa-
cilities as well as 3 on-site 
hotels.

Trains run from the 
SECC to the city centre 
and take just 3 minutes. It 
is 15 minutes from Glas-
gow International Airport 

and has its own bus termi-
nal and train hall.

The Congress Chairman 
is Sybrand van der Zwaag 
of Delft Aerospace.

He is currently Vice-
President of FEMS and 
has been a member of the 
FEMS Executive Commit-
tee since 2004. His Co-
Chairs include Elisabeth 
Aeby-Gautier of Ecole 
des Mines de Paris, Aldo 
R. Boccacini of Imperial 
College, London, Paloma 
Fernández of Universidad 
Complutense, Madrid, and 
Pedro D. Portella of the 
Federal Institute for Mate-
rials Research and Testing, 
Berlin, who also belongs 
to the FEMS Executive 
Committee. In spite of the 

“Credit Crunch”, FEMS 
EUROMAT 2009 pro
mises to be a very success-
ful event. The programme 
includes six major topic 
areas: 

•Functional Materials;
•Structural Materials;
•Processing;
•Characterisation and 
 Modelling;

•Applications; and
•Education
More than sixteen hun-
dred abstracts have been 
received from 66 different 
countries. There will be in 
excess of 1,050 oral pres-
entations and over 550 
posters.

Plenary lectures will be 
held in the Clyde Audito-
rium, known affectionately 

as “The Armadillo”, which 
was designed by Sir Nor-
man Foster and completed 
in 1997. The seven ple-
nary lectures will be given 
by: Ludwig Schultz of Leib-
niz-Institute IFW Dresden; 
José Serafin Moya of Insti-
tuto de Ciencia de mate-
riales de Madrid; Peter 
Goodhew of the University 
of Liverpool; Peter Schwab 
of voestalpine Stahl, Linz; 
Albert Polman of the Dutch 
Foundation for Fundamen-
tal Research on Matter, 
Amsterdam; Yves Bréchet 
of Institut National Poly-
technique de Grenoble; 
and Peter Fratzl of Max 
Planck Institute of Colloids 
and Interfaces, Potsdam.  
 Registration fees for 

FEMS EUROMAT 2009 
range from 300 Euros for 
students to 760 Euros to 
those employed in indus-
try. However, discounts of 
up to 25 % are available to 
members of FEMS Mem-
ber Societies. It should 
be noted that a surcharge 
of 50 Euros will apply af-
ter 12 July 2009. A set of 
short introductory courses 
will be run in conjunction 
with the conference on 
Sunday 6 September 2009 
for which there will be an 
additional registration fee 
of 250 Euros. Full details 
of these, and all other fea-
tures of the conference 
are available at the follow-
ing address: www.
euromat2009.fems.eu.Sybrand van der Zwaag

NEW CALL IN THE MATERA ERA-NET : DEADLINE 15th May

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FEMS will be holding EUROMAT 2009 in Glasgow, Scotland on 7-10 September 2009. For further details visit the Conference Website: 
www.euromat2009.fems.eu.
MRS-Serbia will be holding YUCOMAT 2009 in Herceg Novi, Montenegro on 31 August - 4 September 2009. For further information visit the Serbia-MRS 
Website: www.yu-mrs.org.yu.

MATERA is one of 
the ERA-NET projects 
launched by the Euro-
pean Commission. 
It promotes European co-
operation between national 
and regional programmes 
on material science 
and engineering. In the 

MATERA+ call a network 
of 21 funding agencies 
from 15 countries is active. 
The Call is open to indus-
try, universities, institutes 
and research centers. The 
goal is to launch transna-
tional, interdisciplinary, 
innovative projects and to 

narrow the gap between 
basic materials research 
and industrial applications 
in the following areas:

•Multi-functional Materials
•Engineering Structural Ma-

terials
•Bio-based and Bio-inspired 

Materials 

The deadline for submit-
ting a pre-proposal is 15 
May 2009. 
Further information can be 
found on the website www.
matera.fi, where you also 
can find the participating 
funding agencies. On the 
web-site a tool to search for 

partners for your project 
idea or find ideas to join 
in a partnership is avail-
able. Please get in touch 
with your regional funding 
Agency without delay for 
specific questions about 
the funding possibilities.

Back Issues of FEMS News and much more information about the Federation, as well as forthcoming events and job opportunities, can be downloaded 
from the FEMS website at: www.FEMS.org.
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FEMS Member Societies
Austria: Austrian Society for Metallurgy 
and Materials (ASMET) 
e-mail: asmet@unileoben.ac.at 
 
Belgium: Benelux Métallurgie 
e-mail: lsegers@ulb.ac.be 
 
Czech Republic: Czech Society for New 
Materials and Technologies (CSNMT) 
e-mail: sperlink@aipcr.cz 
 
Czech Republic: Metal Science Society 
of the Czech Republic (MSS) 
e-mail: sima@met.mff.cuni.cz 
 
Estonia: Estonian Material Science 
Society (EMSS) 
e-mail: enn@edu.ttu.ee 
 
France: Société Française de Métallurgie 
et de Matériaux (SF2M) 
e-mail: sfmm@wanadoo.fr 

Germany: Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Materialkunde (DGM) 
e-mail: dgm@dgm.de 
 
Germany: Deutscher Verband für 
Materialforschung und -prüfung (DVM) 
e-mail: office@dvm-berlin.de 
 
Greece: The Hellenic Metallurgical Society 
e-mail: azerv@mie.uth.gr

Greece: Hellenic Society for the Science and 
Technology of Condensed Matter (HSSTCM) 
e-mail: egamari@ims.demokritos.gr

Hungary: Országos Magyar Bányászati 
és Kohászati Egyesület (OMBKE) 
e-mail: ombke@mtesz.hu 
 
Italy: 
Associazione Italiana di Metallurgia (AIM) 
e-mail: aim@aimnet.it 

FEMS news
is available at the FEMS website (www.FEMS.org). It can be downloaded as a PDF file 
in screen resolution or as a ready-to-print PDF file. Thus FEMS news can be inserted in 
national materials science magazines.

Italy: 
Associazione Italiana d’Ingegneria dei 
Materiali (AIMAT) 
e-mail: domenico.caputo@ununa.it 

Italy: 
Associazione Italiana Compositi & Affini 
(Assocompositi) 
e-mail: ufficiostampa@assocompositi.it 

Latvia: 
Latvian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: ilmars@nki.lv 
 
Lithuania: 
Lithuanian Materials Research Society (LMRS) 
e-mail: vytautas.grivickas@ff.vu.lt 
 
Netherlands: 
Bond voor Materialenkennis (BvM) 
e-mail: bvm@bureausprint.org

Norway: 
Norsk Metallurgisk Selskap (NMS) 
e-mail: carl.ludvig.kjelsen@hydro.com 
 
Poland: 
Polskie Towarzystwo Materialoznawcze 
e-mail: nmzieba@imim-pan.krakow.pl 
 
Portugal: 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Materiais (SPM) 
e-mail: manuela.oliveira@ineti.pt 
 
Serbia: 
Materials research Society of Serbia 
(Serbia-MRS) 
e-mail: yumrs@itn.sanu.ac.yu 

Slovak Republic: 
Society for New Materials and 
Technologies in Slovakia (SNMTS) 
e-mail: stefan.emmer@stuba.sk

Slovenia: 
Slovensko Drustvo za Materiale (SDM) 
e-mail: matjaz.torkar@imt.si 
 
Spain: 
Sociedad Española de Materiales (SEMAT) 
e-mail: avazquez@cenim.csic.es  
 
Sweden: 
Svenska Föreningen för Materialteknik (SFMT) 
e-mail: aune@mse.kth.se

Switzerland: Schweizerischer Verband für 
Materialwissenschaft und Technologie (SVMT) 
e-mail: info@svmt.ch 
 
Ukraine: 
The Ukrainian Materials Research Society (U-MRS) 
e-mail: chern@ipms.kiev.ua

United Kingdom: 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (IoM3) 
e-mail: bernie.rickinson@iom3.org


